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Dear parents

 Head Teachers’
Update

As we close our school today for the mid -term break, I wanted to take this opportunity to
thank you most sincerely for your engagement with our remote learning offer this half term.

 Parent Consultation
Meetings

The support you have given your children at home has been absolutely amazing. Over the
last 6 weeks 100% of children have engaged with home learning tasks and we have had on
average 90% of children engaging daily with on-line lessons. Teachers have been delighted
with the attendance, hard work and enthusiasm of the children during lessons and with the
quality of work that has been returned and shared with them. We are all very, very grateful
for the time and commitment you have given to support your child’s learning during this
lockdown. Thank you, you have been amazing!

 Safer Internet Day
 Ash Wednesday
 Arrangements for
Critical Workers
 E-mail Contacts
 Communications
 COVID Reporting
e-mail

As you will be aware the Prime Minister will address the nation on Monday 22 February and
is expected to deliver news on the reopening of schools. It is expected that schools will
reopen on 8 March at the earliest. I will be finding out the news at the same time as
yourselves that evening and of course will update you, as soon as I am in a position to do so
after the announcement, on how we plan to reopen fully.
Until then, please continue to look after yourselves , have some lovely family time next week,
let your children have a good rest and take a good break yourselves from our school work!
Miss Lennon
Head Teacher

Parent Consultation Meetings
After the half term holiday we will be offering parents the opportunity to meet with class Teachers to discuss
pupils’ progress, engagement with home-learning and well-being.
Consultation meetings will be held remotely on 3rd & 4th March - further details will be sent to parents after the
half-term break.

Safer Internet Day Wednesday 9 February 2021
Safer Internet Day was celebrated globally on the 9th February 2021 with the theme:
An internet we trust:

exploring reliability in the online world

This week is a great opportunity to spark a conversation about the safe and responsible use of
technology, and to inspire young people to create a better internet for the future.
Safer Internet Day 2021 celebrates the amazing range of information and opportunities online, and its potential to
inform, connect and inspire us, whilst also looking at how young people can separate fact from fictions.
The campaign focuses on how we decide what to trust online, supporting young people to question, challenge and
change the world for the better.
Our e-safety newsletters provide a wealth of information for children and parents and advice on staying safe on the
many platforms used by our children. These newsletters, including the Safer Internet Day edition and other e-safety
resources, are posted on our school website here. Also included in these resources is a Parent Controls Booklet
which parents may find helpful.
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Absence

EMAILS

After the half term break if your child is
ill and unable to complete work at home
and/or join live lessons, please contact
your child’s teacher to inform them.

Staff emails will close tonight at 4.30pm for the half term break.
Emails will re-open on Monday 22 February at 8.30am
Thank you.
eyfs@stoswaldscatholicprimary.co.uk

In the event that a child tests positive
for COVID-19 over the holidays please
notify us of this via our Covid reporting
e-mail school.

y1@stoswaldscatholicprimary.co.uk
y2@stoswaldscatholicprimary.co.uk
y3@stoswaldscatholicprimary.co.uk

Thank You.

y4@stoswaldscatholicprimary.co.uk
y5@stoswaldscatholicprimary.co.uk
y6@stoswaldscatholicprimary.co.uk

Ash Wednesday
Wednesday 17 February 2021 is Ash Wednesday and marks the start of Lent.
Church services are not as we would normally know them to be for this day during this current lockdown.
Please check out our parish website blessedjamesbell.co.uk for arrangements for the distribution of ashes.
Our school spring RE Newsletter is now posted on our website—please check it out and enjoy!

ARRANGEMENTS FOR
CRITICAL WORKERS NEXT HALF TERM
The school day will continue to be 8.45am to 3.15pm for all children.
The gate/door will be closed by 8.50am, please ensure your child is
ready to enter at 8.45am. Children will be dismissed at 3.10pm and the
school will close at 3.15pm. Children will not be dismissed in year
groups. Please queue socially distanced in the designated queueing
areas and your child will be dismissed when you reach the front of the
queue.

Entrance and exit points will be as follows:
Reception: Reception Door Y1 & Y2: Rear Hall Door
Y3 & Y4: Junior Gate Y5 & Y6: Junior Gate
Siblings should continue to come in to school with the youngest sibling,
at 8.45am and leave with the oldest sibling.
Children attending school will have access to the same learning set for
the children at home, supervised and facilitated by a member of school
staff. This may be a Teacher or a Teaching Assistant. Children will
need to bring into school each day the resources previously provided
for home learning eg CGP books, exercise books etc.

Home School Communication
General messages and reminders will continue to be
sent via the school app. During the period of lockdown
and partial school closure it is essential that the lines
of communication remain open therefore we strongly
advise all parents to download the app to your device.
Information will also be posted on the school website.
The school app contains simple links to the most
useful pages of the website.
We may also send information home via e-mail or text
so please inform us if your e-mail address or mobile
phone number changes.
Please contact the school office if you have any
difficulty downloading the school app and we will try
our very best to help.

Lunches will continue to be provided by the school kitchen for
children who require them.

School Uniform
We are constantly looking at ways of lowering the risk of transmission
of the virus between home and school. It is important that children
come to school with fresh laundered clothes each day they are
attending. To help Parents with this task we ask that children attending
school wear school uniform on Monday/Wednesday/Friday and school
PE Kit on Tuesday and Thursday.

‘COVID Reporting’ e-mail address
Please continue to report any positive covid results by
e-mailing us on
covidreporting@stoswaldscatholicprimary.co.uk
Please note, this e-mail address should only be used to
report a child with a confirmed POSITIVE test result. Thank
you.

Newsletter written by W Bluck, edited by H Lennon

Live Teaching Session Timetable
From Monday 18 January 2021
Class:

Days

Morning

Afternoon

Reception

Mon/Tues/Wed/Fri

9.10-9.30am
11.20-11.40am

Year 1

Mon/Tues/Wed/Fri

9.45-10.15am

Year 2

Mon/Tues/Wed/Fri

10.35-11.05am 1.05-1.35pm

Year 3

Mon/Tues/Thurs/Fri

9.45-10.25am
11.30-12.10pm

Year 4

Mon/Tues/Thurs/Fri

9-9.40am

1.30-2.10pm

Year 5

Mon/Tues/Wed/Thurs

9.30-10.10am

2.00-2.45pm

Year 6

Mon/Tues/Wed/Thurs

10.45-11.25am 1.20-2.00pm

1.40-2.10pm

If you have any problems logging into Google Classroom or joining the live
sessions, please contact your child’s Teacher or for technical support please
call Ian Jones on 07764609589
Please note, these times may need to be amended if the number of children attending
school rises.

St Oswald’s Catholic Primary School
‘Google Meet’ Live Lesson Etiquette
Respect Privacy: Set up in a good space where you can hear and ensure that there
is nothing inappropriate in the background. Don’t take pictures or screenshots or
share/post of your online class. Suitably dressed (no pyjamas)
Punctuality: Login to Google Classroom 5 minutes prior to the scheduled start time
of the session. The link will appear 2 minutes before the lesson begins.
Muting: When you enter a meeting, mute yourself (if not already muted).
Your Turn: Wait for your teacher to call on you to unmute yourself. Only one
student should contribute/talk at a time.
Contributing and Questions: When you have something to contribute to what is
being said, but it is not your turn, put your thumb up to show the teacher you want
to say something.
Lesson conduct:


Pay attention to your teacher or other students who are speaking. Give them
time to respond.



Show respect and good manners to your Teacher and everybody in the lesson.



No eating during the lesson.
Where to look: Look into the camera when you are talking.
‘Chat’ function: This is only to be used to communicate with your Teacher in
relation to the lesson or homework – it is not to be used to chat with your
friends.
Stay Connected: Once you have joined the session, you should stay until the session
has ended. (If it is essential that you leave during the session before it has ended, just
leave the session quietly and do not interrupt the Teacher
Safeguarding: If a teacher feels there is a safeguarding need during a live lesson, they
may record part or all of the lesson. Such recordings will be for school use only and will
not be shared.

