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WELCOME BACK TO THE NEW ACADEMIC YEAR.
Dear Parents, Carers and Friends of St Oswald’s School,
This week it has been great to fully open up our school again to all children and families. We were all very much
looking forward to welcoming you all back to St Oswald’s. Although we are still in difficult times as a nation, and
need to operate our school in a different way than any of us have ever experienced before, please be assured
of my commitment to making this academic year as happy as possible for the children in an environment
where they can learn, achieve and thrive.
We have been so delighted with the way the children have returned to school this week and quickly adapted to
our new ways of working. They have been an absolute joy to work with this week. We all feel so proud of them
and thank parents and carers for preparing the children so well for their return to school. We do not under
estimate what a big step it was for the children after such a long absence. Our aim this week has been to
welcome the children back; reassure them; help them to feel confident; reduce any anxieties they may have
been feeling during the lockdown, with our main priority being to ensure they are happy in school. Happy and
healthy children learn well.
Next week children will be introduced to their new classrooms and Teachers and spending some afternoon
sessions with them to prepare for the following week when they will be working full time together.
Although we will be working in a different way this year due the difficulties we face as a nation, by keeping our
communication lines open and working together, I know we will be able to make this academic year 20/21
a successful one for our children.
God Bless, stay strong, stay safe and take care,
Miss H T Lennon
Head Teacher
COMMUNICATIONS - WELCOME MESSAGES
You may be delighted to know we have launched our own YouTube channel to help communications this year.
Miss Lennon and school staff prepared in advance of the children returning some short videos to say hello to
the children and welcome them back. The short videos also give parents a chance to have a peep inside the
school at the classrooms. If you have not already had a look please check them out on the links below.

Ms Lennon https://youtu.be/NQNbOTvQrek

Y3 https://youtu.be/z7VWBr7gsmo

Mrs Orwin https://youtu.be/v-5dzDNn1CI

Y4 https://youtu.be/mLTxWHX5egM

Rec https://youtu.be/L9YE13vPc_Y

Y5 https://youtu.be/NRIr19GfIhc

Y1 https://youtu.be/PA-sBPGr8WI

Y6 https://youtu.be/nhLT5zxA5bc

Y2 https://youtu.be/039TzIQB4zc

Office https://youtu.be/ZcAW6zJg25Y

A new video has also been posted today by Miss Morris for our new starters please see
below: New Reception starters 2020/21 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DUNGTQUnezc
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Start and End of the School Day—September 2020
Further to recent communications, please see below reminders relating to our new systems for the start and end
of the school day.
Class
Rec
Y1
Y2
Y3
Y4
Y5
Y6

Entry and Exit point
Infant door
Infant door
Rear hall door
Junior gate
Rear hall door
Junior gate
Junior gate

Arrival Time
8.55-9.00am
8.45-8.50am
8.45-8.50am
8.45-8.50am
8.55-9.00am
8.55-9.00am
9.00-9.05am

Home Time
3.10pm
3.00pm
3.00pm
3.00pm
3.10pm
3.10pm
3.15pm

Please note: the above refer to year groups the children are officially in from September i.e. last year’s Reception children enter
as Year 1 through the infant door at 8.45am; last year’s Y2 enter as Year 3 through the junior gate at 8.45 etc.
 Children should line up - socially distanced - within the barriers outside the relevant entry point. Children will

be greeted by a member of staff and directed to their classroom.
 At the end of the day, parents should line up - socially distanced - within the barriers at their designated exit
points and children will be released one at a time as each parent reaches the front of the queue.
 If you have children attending school in different year groups, please line up in the mornings at the time and
entrance point of your youngest child. The siblings will enter the building together, with the older child(ren)
walking straight to their own classroom – they must not enter the classroom of their younger sibling(s).
 At the end of the day, siblings will exit together at the time and exit point of the oldest child.










Social Distancing
Ensure social distancing is happening at all times
Please do not congregate or queue on the zebra crossing to allow safe passing to and from the junior gate
and hall entrances
Preferably only one parent/carer to accompany child to and from school
Please adhere to stated drop-off/pick-up times and avoid arriving early
Exit carpark as quickly as possible
Walk to school where possible – we currently have no facility to store bikes/scooters etc
If any parents feel more comfortable wearing a face covering during drop-off/pick-up times, please feel free
to do so
Children will be dismissed one by one as each parent/carer reaches the front of the queue inside the
barriers. Please exit the line as quickly as possible when you have met your child ,to keep the lines flowing.

Communications with Grandparents and Carers
It has been great to see many grandparents, carers and child minders back with us this week at drop-off and-pick
up times. As we all settle in to the new routines before, during and after school, could we please remind parents to
pass on school messages and reminders to family and friends who may be helping out with the school runs to ensure that the new systems in place can run as smoothly as possible.
The school app is available to anyone who needs it therefore grandparents and other carers may find it useful to
have this on their mobile phones and devices to ensure that they receive the same messages as parents.

Our new systems are now running well.
Thank you for your patience and cooperation and working with us to help us to keep St Oswald’s safe
for all children, staff and parents.
Miss Lennon and Mrs Orwin are out and about at the start and end of the school day, please do not
hesitate to ask if you need direction or help.
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Reminder - Lunches
The school kitchen is currently
providing cold packed lunch meals with
a choice of sandwich. As the term
progresses hot packed lunches such as burgers,
pasta, pizza and paninis may be introduced.
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New Reception Starters

Next week our new Reception children will be
visiting the Reception Class in small groups to
get a taste of the classroom and to meet
Miss Morris and Mrs Fox.

Infant children will continue to receive universal
free school meals and for Junior children, schools
meals cost £2.40 per day which should be paid in
advance on ParentPay.

We look forward to welcoming them to the
school during the afternoons next week before
they join us full time from
Monday 21 September.

For children who bring a packed lunch to school,
can we please request that these do not include
tricky to open items such as Tupperware pots,
drinks cartons, satsumas etc. As all lunches will be
eaten in the classrooms, could we also please ask
that lunches do not include messy items such as
yoghurts or grated cheese!

Check our our childrens welcome video on our
YouTube link.

Thank you.

PE Kit Reminder
Paper copies of the Wednesday Word have been
temporarily suspended and therefore will not be
sent home in children’s book bags each week.
Until deliveries resume, a link to each week’s
copy of the Wednesday Word be posted on the
’Wednesday Word’ page of our website under
the ‘Catholic Life of the School’ section. A quick
link to this page can be found by clicking on the
Wednesday Word tile on the school app.

We will not currently be asking PE kits to
remain in school. On the days the children have
PE they can come to school in the outdoor PE
Kit (dark blue/black joggers, dary blue/black
sweatshirt or tracksuit top, white t shirt and
trainers). Royal blue PE shorts can be worn
underneath jogging bottoms.
From week commencing 14 September,

Class
Rec, Y1, Y2 and Y6
Y3, Y4 and Y5

PE Days
Tuesday and Thursday
Wednesday and Friday
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